Natura] Fiber baskct Ncwslcttcr
& SPring; 2011 Schedule
for Workshop Bark-Fccling Dauys

Thcre’s nothing quite like making a basket all your
own, from start to Finish, from the standing tree to
the finished basket in your hand! T he whole
process is a tactile, therapeutic, thoroughly
absorbing exPerience, and one that is
umcorgettab]cl Thc endresultis a simple woven
basket, but one with a his’corg full oFyour senses
bcing awakened.

Natural fiber baskets are made with the barlc, leaves, and shoots of several different trees and Prairic
Plants. Once the weather warms up again and the sap in the trees starts ﬂowing, it will be time to Pccl
tree bark for baskets! [Jere in Missouri, the months of APril, Mag, Junc, and Possib!y the carly part of
Julg, are the on[g times the inner bark will Peel free of the sanood underneath.

Worksho!as will be for three days.

Qa’le will be bark Pccling. On that day, we will select the trees, cut
’c!ﬂem, trim the brancl—les, and spencl the whole clag sl—laving the outer
bark and Pccling the inner bark. T his inner bark is the Primary
material that we will later use to weave the baskets. [ veryone will go
home that day with their arms full of
coils of wet inner bark to hang and

allow to clry until we get together

again for the basket weaving clags.
The Fo”owing dates are the schedule for the barbpeeling clays for
this season. ]{Z these don’t work Foryou, call me and we can Possib]g

work out something with our schedules.

APriI 9,10,23%, & 24,
May7,8,21,22,
June4,5,18,19

Days 2 and 3 of the worésﬁo’p will be spent Prcparing the materials and weaving the baskets. | hese

clays must be at least 2-3 weeks /ater, after the bark has had time to clry out and do most of its

sl—\rinkage. T his can be anytime over the summer, whenever it works out for PcoPlc.



Day 2 will be spent cutting and preparing
the bark that was earlier harvested.
PBaskets will be started before the end of
that day.

\ Day 3 will be spent continuing and
W finishing the baskets. Additional

| materials, such as Plack Walnut,
r‘lackbcrry, American [~ Im, or Willow
barlc, as well as Rattlcsnal(e Mastcr

leaves, 5ibcrian |ris, or Dag]ilg leaves, will be Provicled for contrast in
the baskets.

Cost: $100 /three-day worlcshop

A}Cter the baskets are Finislﬁecl, most workshop Peo[:)]e have bark left over from their trees. Aclclitional
basket wcaving c{ags can be scheduled any time over the summer orFa”, at $25/dag.

T!—]cre is a maximum of/OPcop/c/alaﬂ. ]Fgou are interested in coming as a group, be sure to reserve

your dates with me quicug. Ca” or email to reserve your spot.

HOPC to hear from you soon, Cc”: 636-584-4777

Moartha Younkin [Home: 636-58%-23641

natural fiber basket maker E_mail: momyoun‘dn@yahoo.com
8395 Whiskey Creck Kd. httpz/ /naturalfiberbaskets.com
Union, MO 6308+

The thing to remember about making
baskets with materials from nature is this:
E ach basket has the potentfa/ to create
itself. You are simp/y the instrument that

puts the Picccs togct/rcr.




